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THE EL PASO COURT OF APPEALS

(Abridged)

By Barrarp COLDWELL SHAPLEIGH

he name of a man, said Marshall McLuhan, is a numbing blow from which he never recovers. And
every generation, said Lewis Mumford, revolts against its fathers and makes friends with its grand-
fathers. Not so with a family of lawyers from El Paso named Peticolas. In 1859, A. B. Peticolas began
practicing law in Victoria, Texas. This marks the commencement of a distinction very possibly un-
matched by any other family in Texas, namely an unbroken line of five consecutive generations of Peticolas men
who practiced law in this state. The gentlemen lawyers have recently been joined by a woman who now practices

in Austin.

This story begins with the notable Alfred Brown Peticolas. A.B. Peticolas was an attorney, diarist, artist, and
Civil War veteran who left his mark on Texas. He was born on May 27, 1838, in Richmond, Virginia. He came
to Victoria, Texas, in 1859 and set up a law partnership with Samuel White. In 1869, A. B. married Marion
Goodwin and they had three sons. In addition to his law practice, Peticolas also served as editor of the Victoria
Advocate from 1881-1888. He died in Victoria in 1915.

The second in this line of lawyers is Alfred’s son, Warner Marion Peticolas, who was the first Chief Justice of
the 8th Court of Civil Appeals. Warner came to El Paso from Victoria in 1898. Upon taking the bench in 1911,
he became the youngest intermediate appellate court chief justice in the history of Texas. He died in El Paso
in 1941.

The third-generation lawyer is Warner’s son, William Craig Peticolas, known personally by many in the Bar
Association to this day. After graduating from law school in 1934, W.C. went into partnership in El Paso with his
father in a firm then known as Peticolas & Peticolas. Later, he became a special prosecutor for the United States
Department of Justice from 1940 to 1946 while continuing to practice law with his father.

Fourth in the Peticolas line is W.C.’s son, Edward Kent Peticolas, who obtained his license in 1974 and joined
his father’s firm which had become known as Peticolas, Luscombe, Stephens and Windle. And now fifth in suc-
cession is Ed’s son, Mlichael Peticolas, who presently lives and practices in Dallas.

There is a sixth descendent of A.B. Peticolas who has joined the ranks of attorneys practicing in Texas. W.C.
Peticolas had a twin brother, John Davis Peticolas. John's son, James Bowie Peticolas (Jim), was a long time
resident of El Paso who passed away in December 2010. Betsy Peticolas is the daughter Jim and his wife, Rose.
Betsy practices with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in Austin.

An old Hebrew proverb says “whoever teaches his son teaches not only his son but also his son’s son, and so on
to the end of generations.” One might also add, “So be it with his son’s daughter.” And so it is with the Peticolas
family. The Peticolas family left a legacy only of eminence in El Paso and this community is greatly impoverished
by their absence.
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ince its inception, the Court has had very able personnel in the Office of Clerk. Today the Clerk

provides able assistance to each of the judges, supervises administrative staff, and oversees a

budget of $2.5 million per biennium. The first Clerk, J. I. Driscoll, served from the date of the
Court’s creation in 1911 until January 31, 1949. He was succeeded by E. J. Redding, who served from
February 1, 1949 until December 31, 1968. Sam Florence followed, serving the Court from January
1,1969 until January 31,1976. Anne D. Ray succeeded Florence, serving from February 1, 1976 until
February 28, 1982. She was followed by Martha S. “Fran” Diaz, who held the position from March
1982 through May 31, 1987. Barbara B. Dorris was appointed Clerk of Court on June 1, 1987 and
served until her retirement in 1997. Denise Pacheco succeeded Dorris as Clerk and continues her
service today. The Centennial Administrative Staff includes:

Centennial Administrative Staff

Clerk of the Court Denise Pacheco
Chief Deputy Clerk Diana Rodriguez
Deputy Clerk Elizabeth Flores
Deputy Clerk Rose Gonzalez
Systems Analyst Sean Miller
Chief Legal Assistant Sylvia Darnold
Legal Assistant Gloria Gravalos
Legal Assistant Yolanda Fisher
Centennial Legal Staff

Legal staffing of the Court, aside from the Justices, is of fairly recent origin. The Court did not
acquire its first Staff Attorney until 1982 when James T. Carter, a Princeton and University of Texas
graduate, accepted that position. He received a most welcome assist when a Research Attorney was
authorized in 1983. William (Bill) Lockhart, a Texas Tech graduate, took that position. Both had
been serving as trial counsel in the El Paso District Attorney’s office. Lockhart became the Chief
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Staff Attorney 1981 when Carter was appointed to a criminal law magistrate’s'bench. He retired from
the Court in December 2009. Kay Waters is the current Chief Staft Attorney. Ms. Waters received
her bachelor’s degree in business administration from Corpus Christi State University (now Texas
A&M Corpus Christi) in 1980 and a combined juris doctorate/masters of business administration
from Texas Tech University in 1986. She has worked as an auditor at the Federal Reserve, a briefing
attorney for the Fifth Court of Appeals, an Assistant Potter County Attorney, an Assistant Randall
County District Attorney, and an attorney in private practicel. She joined the staff in 1993 and was
named Chief Staff Attorney in 2006. In addition to the Chief Staff Attorney, the court is served by
four other Staff Attorneys. The Centennial Staff Attorneys include:

CENTENNIAL STAFF ATTORNEYS
Chief Staff Attorney ~ Kay Waters
Senior Staff Attorney ~ Nita Ledford

Staff Attorney Kimberly Anderson
Staff Attorney Landon Schmidt
Staff Attorney Melissa Winblood

Law Clerks were added to the Court’s staff in 1973 and the number was expanded in 1979 to pro-
vide a law clerk for each Justice. Centennial Law Clerks include:

CeENTENNIAL Law CLERKS
Chambers of Chief Justice Chew Jacqueline Shi
Chambers of Justice McClure Laura Adkins
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George J. Stengel, Jr.
'Thad Floyd, Jr.
James H. Luckett
Steven A. Guerra
Charles McNabb, Jr.
S. Craig Smith
A. Risher Smith
John W. McNey
John Morgan Broaddus
Joseph A. Pitzinger, ITI
Scott W. Johnson
Alfonso Melendez
Ballard Shapleigh
Robert Abbott
Terri A. Cullen
Robin E. Cochran
Tim Tunks
Lee Shapleigh
Norbert Garney
Frank Cram
Robert Hannan
Steven Hershberger
Laura P. Gordon
Sherry Peel
Wm. Jeff Burnett
Anita Adams
Brenda Norton
Linda Stevens
Michael Griffin
Susan Desmarais
Thomas Brown
Roger Davie
Christopher Troutt
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(Listed Chronologically in Order (;f Tenure)

LAw CLERKS

Marilyn Mungerson
Trey Hill, IIT
Debra Morgan
Diann Hanson
April Smith
Michael Clark
Terry McConnaughey
Frank Gonzales
Dena A. Reecer
Tony Y. Cole
Charles E. Morse, Jr.
Jane Prigmore
Daniel Kalanek
Brit Hartsell
Mike Thompson, Jr.
Amy Stewart
Candice Chappell
Libby Brown
Katherine A. Braden
Frank Suhr
Anu Shah
Patricia Cummings
Rosemary M. Marin
John P. Mobbs
M. Mitchell Moss
Karen A. Cook
Troy Brown
Jennifer Melton
Carmen Perez
Tom Darnold
Jim Iserman
James Martinez
John Rolater, Jr.

Erin Gibbins
Leslie A. Coleman
Daphne Andritsos

Paul Mansur

Scott Nelson

Lori Warner
Christopher Brown

Gordon P. Sanz
Clare Koontz
Anne Burnham
Cori Harbour
Todd Gibson
Karl Lynch
Cheryl Lay
Melissa Perkins
Steven J. Knight
J. Christopher Nickelson
Kathy Kang
Elsa Manzanares
Michelle Chuang
Laure] E. Kelly
Lon Loveless
Marie Taylor
James Johanns
Stephanie T. Allala
Heather Reynolds
Isela Pena
Jackie Curry Thomas
Kimberly Anderson
Aldo Lopez
Alejandro Acosta, 111
Jacqueline L. Shi
Laura Adkins
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STAFF ATTORNEYS

Over the years, the Court has adopted a mix of one- or two-year term briefing attorneys and full-time staff ¢

attorneys. Often, young attorneys begin as law clerks and are promoted to staff attorneys.

James T. Carter
Bill Lockhart
Gina Lambert

Dibrell Waldrip

Kay Waters
Angela Morrow Nickey
Thomas Jones
Cori Harbour
Debra Fischer
Belinda Ortiz
Shelly Scott
Mara Blatt
Marie Taylor
Laura Gordon
Jackie Curry Thomas
Larry Roberson
Kimberly Anderson
Constance Wannamaker
James Chris Skillern
Todd Wayne
Landon Schmidt
Melissa Winblood
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